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N OT E S 
F R O M 
T H E  S H OW
The 2026 Design & Construct ion 

Week highl ighted the merging 

of product innovation, design 

evolut ion, and technology‑

dr iven bui lding practices.  At 

KBIS 2026 ,  brands emphasized 

whole‑home cohesion, 

expanding beyond s ingle 

categories to create unif ied, 

design‑forward ecosystems. Sculptural  forms, softened tradit ional s i lhouettes, 

and r ich mater ial  pair ings ref lected growing consumer demand for warmth, 

tact i l i ty,  and express ive detai l .  These aesthet ics al igned seamless ly with 

advanced technologies,  underscor ing how ref inement and functional i ty now 

move in tandem.

 

Meanwhi le,  IBS 2026  reinforced this  di rect ion, showing how design ambit ions 

connect with broader construct ion trends. The AI & Tech Studio introduced 

practical,  hands‑on digital  tools  t ransforming how homes are envis ioned and 

executed, highl ight ing the industry’s rel iance on smart,  eff ic ient systems. 

Market behavior also pointed toward r ight‑s ized, affordabi l i ty‑focused 

homes—smal ler yet more optimized bui lds shaped by shif t ing expectat ions 

and economic pressures.

 

Together,  KBIS and IBS 2026 revealed a future def ined by emotional ly 

resonant design paired with streamlined, adaptive, and intel l igent bui lding 

practices.

Melissa Euril lo
Melissa Eur i l lo
Asst.  Market ing Manager of Color & Design
Sherwin-Wi l l iams Industr ial  Wood DesignHouse

2020
2626
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2 0 2 6
0 1 .  C A B I N E T R Y

•	Warm Woods

•	Soothing Blues & Greens

•	Two-Toned Combinations

•	Stand Out Species 



5S H E R W I N - W I L L I A M S * I N D U S T R I A L  W O O D K B I S  +  I B S  S h o w  R e p o r t  /  2 0 2 5

WA R M 
WO O D S

As the need for authenticity and natural  mater ials  st rengthens,  wood f in ishes continue to emerge as consumer 

favor i tes.  Warm stains,  in part icular,  are gaining tracking within the k itchen and bath space as part of a larger 

design shif t  toward t imeless,  organic aesthet ics.  These f in ishes enhance inter iors  with subt le grain patterns and 

earthy hues,  creating spaces that feel  both modern and deeply rooted in nature.

Photo Credit :  @thecabinetgal leryutah

SB050 // Tea with Mi lk

G e t  t h e  l o o k  w i t h  S h e r w i n - W i l l i a m s

C A B I N E T R Y

Photo Credit :  @coveredbridgecabinetry Photo Credit :  @char leeneshouses

SB035 // Sweet Honey

SB036 // Ant ique Bar rel SB069 // Marigold

SB014 // Chocolate Brownie SB072 // Cappuccino
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S O OT H I N G 
B L U E S  &  G R E E N S

Soothing blue and green palettes are becoming essent ial  in today’s home design, celebrated for their  abi l i ty to evoke 

calm, serenity,  and a sense of grounded balance. Their  r i s ing appeal ref lects a focused movement towards wel lness 

and restorat ive environments—spaces that draw from the tranqui l i ty of forests,  coast l ines,  and soft  atmospher ic 

tones that support relaxat ion and emotional ease.

Photo Credit :  @cafeappl iances

C A B I N E T R Y

Photo: LG Booth Photo Credit :  @omegacabinets

SW 9137 // Niebla Azul

G e t  t h e  l o o k  w i t h  S h e r w i n - W i l l i a m s

SW 9130 // Evergreen Fog

SW 6206 // Oyster Bay SW 6212 // Quietude

SW 9679 // Juniper SW 7604 // Smoky Blue
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T WO -TO N E D 
C O M B I N AT I O N S

Two‑tone f in ish combinations are gaining strong momentum in 2026, offer ing a dynamic way to br ing depth, 

contrast,  and personal izat ion to k i tchen and bath design. Designers are us ing this  approach to emphasize structure, 

highl ight focal points,  and create layered visual interest without overwhelming the space. These combinations 

introduce a curated, custom feel,  ref lect ing the desi re for invit ing, personal ized inter iors .

Photo Credit :  @fabuwood

C A B I N E T R Y

Photo Credit :  @cnc_cabinetry Photo Credit :  @wood_mode

SW 6176 // L iveable Green

G e t  t h e  l o o k  w i t h  S h e r w i n - W i l l i a m s

SB009 // Warm Gray

SW 7048 // Urbane Bronze SB066 // Washed Amber

SW 9640 // Sea Mariner SB071 // Burnt Umber
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S TA N D  O U T 
S P E C I E S

Warm, express ive wood species are at the forefront of design, with white oak, walnut,  and maple emerging as 

the most sought‑after cabinetry mater ials .  White Oak’s soft ,  warm undertones and versat i le grain make i t  ideal for 

modern, Scandinavian, coastal ,  and organic‑minimal ist  inter iors .  Walnut continues to resonate for i ts  r ich depth 

and luxury appeal,  whi le Maple continues to be valued for i ts  smooth, consistent grain. 

Walnut (James Mart in Vanit ies),  Photo Credit :  @jamesmart invanit ies

C A B I N E T R Y

White Oak ( Innovation Cabinetry) Maple (Fabuwood), Photo Credit :  Fabuwood

SW018907 // Walnut

G e t  t h e  l o o k  w i t h  S h e r w i n - W i l l i a m s

SW018333 // Walnut

SW018953 // White Oak SW018785 // White Oak

SW018390 // Maple SW018797 // Maple
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2 0 2 6
0 2 .  T H E  D E T A I L S

•	Art Meets Function

•	Bold Stone & Ti les

•	Textured Everything

•	Metal Moments
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A RT  M E E T S 
F U N C T I O N

Art‑forward design was a def ining theme, where sculptural  forms elevated function across every product category. 

Exhibitors showcased modernist‑ inspired col lect ions,  f lu id s i lhouettes,  and bold art ist ic col laborat ions,  proving that 

everyday f ixtures can double as st r ik ing design statements,  h ighl ight ing a clear shi f t  toward products that per form 

beauti ful ly and  enr ich the home’s aesthet ic.

Kohler’s  Salute Bathroom Sink

T H E  D E T A I L S

Toto’s Aurora toi let,  Photo Credit :  @totousa

Br izo’s Frank L loyd Wright Bath Col lect ion Concrett i ’s  Molokai Freestanding Bathtub, Photo 
Credit :  @concrett i_designsPhoto Credit :  @f i tt ingsmetal Cava Sur faces, Photo Credit :  @nm.inter iors
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B O L D  S TO N E
&  T I L E S

Bold stone and t i le made a str ik ing impact at KBIS 2026, with dramatic veining, overs ized patterns,  and sculptural 

sur faces taking center stage. These express ive mater ials  featured everything from high‑contrast marbles to r ichly 

textured t i le to retro color palettes.  The result  t ransformed functional sur faces into visual focal points that were both 

practical and power ful ly decorat ive. 

LX Hausys US, TERACANTO Porcelain Coutertops

T H E  D E T A I L S

Cambria Booth

Kohler Booth Cafe Appl iances booth featur ing backsplash by T i le Club, Photo 
Credit :  @kitchenandbathdesignnewsSKS Appl iances Booth featur ing Art ist ic T i le’s Natural  Stone 

Col lect ion with Al i  Budd
Kohler Booth, Photo Credit :  @kbfdesigngal lery
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T E XT U R E D 
E V E RY T H I N G

Textured sur faces took over every aspect and mater ial  of the show, reinforcing a major shi f t  toward tact i le,  v isual ly 

layered design. From f luted and reeded cabinetry and marble to dimensional t i le,  sculpted hardware, and chis led 

forms, texture was showcased in a way that turned s imple forms into standout features.  Glass,  ceramics,  and metals 

were al l  embel l i shed to br ing a layered, sensory exper ience. 

Kohler’s  Rista Bathroom Sink

T H E  D E T A I L S

Empava’s Sculptura Tub, Photo Credit :  @empavaappl iances

Dalt i le Booth Baldwin Hardware Booth

Br izo’s L i tze Col lect ion Kohler Booth
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M E TA L 
M O M E N T S

Metal f in ishes showcased a wide range of nuanced, design‑forward tones.  Warm f in ishes l ike bronze and copper 

are gaining tracion, whi le golds remained prevalent.  Deeper,  moodier shades such as smoked‑inspired grays and 

darkened s i lvers appeared across hardware and f ixtures al ike. Two‑tone metal combinations also had a not iceable 

presence, as designers pair  dark and br ight metals to create a more layered, express ive hardware story.

Kohler Booth

T H E  D E T A I L S

Bar i l  faucet,  Photo Credit :  @jul ienkitchen_products

Br izo Booth Kohler’s  Art i facts f loor-mount bath f i l ler  with handshower

Photo Credit :  @laufen_usa Pf ister Faucets,  Tenet Col lect ion
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2 0 2 6
0 3 .  B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S

•	Siding Solutions

•	Windows & Doors

•	Floor ing & Decking
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S I D I N G 
S O L U T I O N S

Exter ior s iding is  moving f i rmly toward durabi l i ty,  natural  mater ials ,  r ich textures,  and mixed‑mater ial  aesthet ics. 

Wood‑look s iding mater ials  rose to the forefront as bui lders and manufacturers leaned into natural ,  organic aesthet ics 

whi le del iver ing far better durabi l i ty than tradit ional lumber al lows. Texture was equal ly inf luent ial  across the show, 

with manufacturers doubl ing down on dimensional sur faces that add r ichness and architectural  interest.

B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S
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W I N D OW S  & 
D O O R S

As exter ior design shif ted toward warmth, natural  mater ials ,  and tact i le express ion at IBS 2026, windows and doors 

fol lowed the same trajectory.  Designers increasingly paired warm wood‑look cladding with window and door f rames in 

earth‑ inspired stains,  matte metal f in ishes,  and natural  textures,  contr ibut ing to the layered, mixed‑mater ial  exter iors 

t rending for 2026.

B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S
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F LO O R I N G  & 
D E C K I N G

Floor ing trends have decis ively shi f ted toward warm neutrals  and natural  hues,  replacing the cool grays of previous 

years.  Wide plank designs continue their  r i se,  creating spacious,  calming inter iors  with fewer seams. Decking colors 

ref lect broader home trends including warm browns, weathered taupes, and wood‑grain textures that blur the l ine 

between indoor and outdoor aesthet ics as the importance of outdoor l iv ing grows with homeowners.

B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S
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For more information about the DesignHouse, please vis i t :  wood.sherwin-wi l l iams.com

To download our latest color forecast,  the 2026 Industr ial  Wood Colormix®. cl ick here.

Feel ing inspired? Vis i t  our Vi rtual  Panel Studio to discover more f in ishs and trending color palettes!

Due to the color var iances of digital  devices,  colors shown approximately as closely as poss ible to the actual stain colors. 

https://industrial.sherwin-williams.com/na/us/en/industrial-wood.html
https://industrial.sherwin-williams.com/na/us/en/industrial-wood/color/color-trends/colormix2026.html
https://industrial.sherwin-williams.com/na/us/en/industrial-wood/color/virtual-panel-studio.html

